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As for the problem of the monkeys, I have discussed it publicly,
because I do not know my duty in the matter, and I am anxious to
be enlightened. Let me assure the readers that my effort has not
been in vain and I have already received several helpful suggestions
from my correspondents. Let me further assure them that I would
not proceed to the extreme length of killing unless I am absolutely
driven to it. It is because I am anxious to be spared this painfiil
necessity that I have invited suggestions for dealing with these
persistent and unwelcome guests.
I firmly believe in the law of karma, but I believe too in
human endeavour. I regard as the summum bonum of life the
attainment of salvation through karma by annihilating its effects
by detachment. If it is a violation of the law of karma to cut
short the agony of an ailing animal by putting an end to its life,
it is no less so to minister to the sick or try to nurse them back
to life. And yet if a man were to refuse to give medicine to a patient
or to nurse him on the ground of karma, we would hold him
to be guilty of inhumanity and himsa. Without therefore entering
into a discussion about the eternal controversy regarding pre-
destination and free will I will simply say here that I deem it to
be the highest duty of man to render what little service he can,
I admit that there was no guarantee that the calf would not
recover. I have certainly known cases that were pronounced by
doctors to be hopeless and were cured afterwards. But even so I
hold that a man is bound to make the utmost use of his reason,
circumscribed and poor as undoubtedly it is, and to try to penetrate
the mists of ignorance by its light and try to act accordingly. And
that is precisely what we do in countless cases in our everyday
life. But strangely paradoxical as it may seem, it is nevertheless a
fact that the moment we come to think of death the very idea
frightens us out of our wits and entirely paralyses our reasoning
faculty, although as Hindus we ought to be the least affected by the
thought of death, since from the very cradle we are brought up
on the doctrines of the immortality of the spirit and the transi-
toriness of the body. Even if it were found that my decision to poi-
son the calf was wrong, it could have done no harm to the soul of
the animal. If I have erred I am prepared to take the conse-
quences of my error, but I refuse to go into hysterics because by
my action I possibly cut short the painful existence of a dying
calf say by a couple of hours. And the rule that I have applied
to the calf I am prepared to apply in the case of my own dear
ones as well* Who knows how often we bring those we love to a
premature end by our coddling, infatuation, wrong diagnosis or